
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE512 March 9, 2007 
and ensure that the American people benefit 
more directly from the large annual investment 
that we make in our research enterprise. I am 
proud to introduce the Scientific Communica-
tions Act of 2007. This program will train 
young scientists to more effectively commu-
nicate scientific and other technical topics to 
policymakers. The improvement in commu-
nications skills will also enhance the inter-
action of the scientific community with busi-
ness leaders, the media, and the general pub-
lic. This initiative will foster greater cross-dis-
ciplinary education and improve public access 
to scientific expertise. 

Innovation and competitiveness are at the 
forefront of public policy discussions. A key 
element to ensuring continued American ex-
cellence in science and technology innovation 
is providing our scientists with the skills nec-
essary to offer their valuable expertise and in-
sight to the public policy dialogue. By doing 
so, we will accelerate the speed with which 
the government, the media, and the general 
public are able to access information on new 
discoveries in science, technology, health and 
medicine, and other technical topics. Better 
access to expertise from our scientific commu-
nity will ensure that we, the policymakers, can 
make the most informed and beneficial deci-
sions possible when shaping new policy direc-
tions for our country. 

This legislation will provide resources to the 
National Science Foundation to expand its 
ability to offer communications training to sci-
entists. Some training programs funded by the 
NSF and other agencies have already made 
the commitment to implement such training. 
For example, some awardees of NSF’s Inte-
grative Graduate Education and Research 
Traineeship program provide communications 
training for their students. I applaud the for-
ward thinking of those program administrators. 
Unfortunately these are exceptions, whereas 
training our scientists to be effective commu-
nicators should be a standard practice. 

This legislation is designed to encourage 
the integration of communications training into 
more scientific programs. This type of training 
will ensure that our scientists are better 
equipped to incorporate their expertise into the 
public dialogue on science and technology-re-
lated issues. Members of Congress should 
take particular interest in this initiative, since 
we regularly invite scientists to provide us with 
first-hand knowledge on such topics as climate 
change, nanotechnology, and new research 
into health and disease. To ensure that those 
important conversations continue to be fruitful, 
curricula for the science communications pro-
gram proposed in this bill might include case 
studies of actual Congressional testimony by 
scientific experts to demonstrate the impor-
tance of clear and concise expertise in public 
policy. 

While the training provided within this legis-
lation focuses on the interaction between sci-
entists and the public policy community, the 
benefits will spread more broadly. The ability 
to clearly explain technical topics to nonsci-
entific audiences will translate to other indus-
tries, all of which will benefit the United States 
research enterprise and, consequently, our 
economy. Training our early-career scientists 
to discuss technical topics with nonscientific 
audiences will have the effect of augmenting 
the engagement of the scientific community 
with other professional fields. This might, for 
example, lead to more frequent interaction 

with business leaders and venture capitalists 
to inform the private sector and investors 
about cutting-edge technologies and improve 
the transfer of research discoveries to the 
marketplace. 

The Scientific Communications Act of 2007 
will add an important new dimension to the 
education of American scientists. The ability of 
the United States to remain an economic lead-
er depends, in large part, on our continued 
successes in science and technology research 
and development. We must, therefore, ensure 
that our scientists are equipped with the skills 
to provide their expertise to policymakers, 
business and community leaders, and the 
general public. This initiative will enhance the 
dialogue on science- and technology-related 
topics and facilitate the development of fully 
informed public policy. I ask the support of my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle in sup-
porting this legislation. 
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OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 9, 2007 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate March 6, 2007, as the 
17th annual National Sportsmanship Day. 

National Sportsmanship Day serves as an 
opportunity for athletes and sports fans of all 
ages to recognize and discuss the need for 
ethics, fair play and sportsmanship in athletics. 
Parents, teachers, students, and school ad-
ministrators are encouraged to engage in 
thoughtful and constructive dialogue to pro-
mote self-control, nonviolence, and honesty on 
and off the field. With increased pressure to 
succeed placed upon today’s athletes and stu-
dents, the importance of integrity and fair play 
have never been more evident. 

In today’s society, students face heightened 
demand in all areas of life, including athletics. 
As a result, the drive for success can foster 
unhealthy competition. Sadly, the principles 
and participation of sport are lost when stu-
dents are forced to adopt a ‘‘win at all costs’’ 
mentality. National Sportsmanship Day strives 
to promote sportsmanship through the defeat 
of gamesmanship, the practice of ethically du-
bious methods to gain an objective. Through 
activities and discussions, more than 13,500 
schools throughout the United States and 
around the world will participate in these 
events to spread integrity in athletics. 

Each year, National Sportsmanship Day rec-
ognizes a number of athletes who offer a trib-
ute to their respective sport and enhance their 
skills with their desire to play fairly. This year, 
the Institute for International Sport has se-
lected their Sports Ethics Fellows based on 
recommendations from a number of players, 
coaches, and school administrators at the high 
school level. With their simultaneous pursuit of 
both academic and athletic excellence, they 
model and promote the virtues of the student- 
athlete in the truest sense. 

I hope that my colleagues can join with me 
on this day in celebrating and promoting the 
continued success of National Sportsmanship 
Day. With their moral, ethical and fitness com-
ponents, today’s activities can promote a 
healthy and more active community amongst 
our nation’s youth, and support a team-ori-

ented future for our nation of sports enthu-
siasts. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. EGBERT’S 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL, MOREHEAD 
CITY, NORTH CAROLINA 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 9, 2007 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the 50th 
anniversary school year of St. Egbert’s Catho-
lic School in Morehead City, North Carolina. 

The school has designated the theme of this 
important milestone: ‘‘Celebrating 50 Years of 
Loving and Learning.’’ 

St. Egbert’s started its first year of operation 
in September 1956 with 46 children in grades 
kindergarten through four, and was officially 
dedicated in 1957. 

As a mission of St. Egbert’s Catholic 
Church, the original teachers at St. Egbert’s 
were a group of Spanish sisters known as the 
Daughters of Jesus. 

The original school, which was built for just 
$55,000, consisted of three classrooms and 
two other rooms that could be combined to 
serve as an auditorium. 

Since then, a second classroom wing has 
been added, as well as a computer lab. The 
school now serves grades kindergarten 
through eight. 

Many adults who once attended St. Egbert’s 
have sent children to their alma mater, and 
now serve as dedicated parent volunteers at 
the school. 

Lesley Ferguson has served as St. Egbert’s 
principal for 30 years, and was the first Catho-
lic school principal in the Raleigh Diocese who 
was not a Catholic nun. 

Although St. Egbert’s has grown and seen 
numerous changes over the past five dec-
ades, the school’s philosophy and commitment 
to providing a quality education in a safe 
Christian environment remains unchanged. 

I congratulate the entire community of St. 
Egbert’s Catholic School for reaching this tre-
mendous milestone, and I wish the school 
many blessings and successes in the years 
ahead. 

f 

COMMITTEE FUNDING 
RESOLUTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, as ranking 
Republican of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, I want to commend the chairman of 
our committee, COLLIN PETERSON, for the co-
operative path we have followed in developing 
the funding method for our committee. We are 
carrying on the bipartisan tradition of the Agri-
culture Committee in staffing and expendi-
tures. 

Under normal circumstances, I would be 
voting to support H. Res. 202 that supports 
the operations of all the committees of the 
House. Unfortunately, the Speaker has used 
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